Create a Museum in Your School with
Medwyn the Historical Mole Detective

Introduction
Creating a museum in your school allows your pupils to discover, first hand,
how events from the past have influenced their lives today.

The theme that we explore in this booklet is that of the flow of people into

the city of Swansea and how people from all over the world have received a

welcome here-f r om ni neteenth century ACopper
ACity of Sanctuary. o

This proactive activity allows the children to travel back in time with

Medwyn the Historical Mole Detective to explore how the many different
cultures have enriched the life of Swansea, so promoting a sense of identity
and pride in their heritage , as well as an appreciation of other cultures.

Creating a School museum also provides a wonderful opportunity to develop
Cross Curricular Study as well as Personal and Social Development. (See
Learning Outcomeson page 24)

The purpose of this booklet is to create a museum, based on the history of
immigration to Swansea from nineteenth century Copperopolis to present day
City of Sanctuary.

Please note that the guidelines outlined here can be adapted to any other
theme you should wishtostudy 1 wi t h Medwyndés help of cC
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oHelmyo,name i s Medwyn and | d mmae Mol e I
interestingly, Il ©&m a Mol e Detective t
by burrowing down through the ground in my subterrain.

One of the first things you learn about being a time traveller is

t hat y o yustdoback intime without doing your homework
first. | once went back to Roman times without doing my research, an d ended up
being chased around the  Coliseum in front of 2,000 Romans!

As you can see, itads asvi tmailc ht aRat yyau clamo about
travelling to , before you get there. | do most of my research in my four museums: -

City & County of Swansea Museum, Carmarthenshire County Museum,

Ceredigion Museum and Scolton Manor Museum & Country Park in

Pembr okeshire.

You can also visit my website at  www.medwynsmuseums.co.uk which is full of
interesting ideas to help you with your time travelling needs.

If you look at my picture you will see that | wear very s pecial goggles. Not only do

they help me see in the dark, but they also let me surf the net for any information

or clues that | need to tell me when and where | am.

| recently went back to nineteenth century Sw

storieswhile |1 was there. I f you are lucky enough t
Community Boat wup the River Tawe, youodll be a
say.

| ve included some of the information from my

Goggle Facts -justto help youonyourway.| 0 als setyou some tasks to help
you Dig Deeper tofind out more information and tips on how to share your
research with everyone el se. 0


http://www.medwynsmuseums.co.uk/

My 3 steps to create a museum in your school

about the people  who have made Swansea
their home.

1. Why do people come to Swanseato live?

2. The Census

3. What is a museum and how does it work?

4. Visiting Swansea Museum for a Behind the Scenes Tour

Putting all your hard work together to create a museum in your school .

I The Event

Open Eveningi for everyone to see your fantastic work.



Step 1

Research

In order to create a museum about the people
who have made Swansea their new home, we first
need to research the people themselves

An interesting class exercise would beto list the
surnames of the children in the class. Do they
know where in the world their names originated?
Using a map of the world - stickers or flags can be
placed to show from where the names of families
originated.

If they wish, the children can research their family tree.
There is a colourful Worksheet in the Resources section to help with this .

Question

Think of some reasons why people live in Swansea today.

Some answers

1 They were born here.

1 Looking for work. People have always come to Swansea looking for
work. The busiest time was during the nineteenth centur y when metals
especially copper, were refined in the areas around Landore and the
Hafod. Swansea was so famous for copper refining (extracting it from
the rocks or ore) that it was called Copperopolis.

To retire near the sea.

To be closer to their families.

To be safe. In May 2010, Swansea became a City of Sanctuary. City of
Sanctuary is a national movement of local people, community groups,
businesses and institutions who work together to turn their city into a
welcoming place for people seeking sanctuary who have lost their
homes and families because of war or persecution ( 7he word
persecution rmeans to destroy or make life extremely difficult and
miserable for certain people because of their way of life, race, or
religion.)

= = =1



Question

What was the populat ion (the amount of people) of the City and County of
Swansea in 20117

Answer

A sum up of Swansea's population in 2011, together with how it compares
with the rest of Britain, is shown in the table below.

Population statistics for Swansea
The latest estimate of the population of the City and County of Swansea
stands at 238,700.

Swansea now has the second highest population of the 22 Welsh Unitary
Authorities, representing almost 8% of the total population of Wales
(3,063,800).

Aged Males Females [Total % of total X\ﬁis:ge % icgﬁgi&;}(/yales
0-4 6,800 6,300 13,100 5.5 5.8 6.2
5-15 (14,600 13,700 28,200 11.8 12.3 12.6
16-24 (17,700 16,000 33,700 14.1 12.2 11.8
25-44 30,800 29,600 60,300 25.3 24.6 27.3
45-64 29,400 31,000 60,300 25.3 26.6 25.4
65-74 10,400 11,900 22,300 9.3 9.9 8.7
75+ 8,400 12,400 20,800 8.7 8.6 7.8
Total 118,000 120,700 238,700 100 100 100

Source: 2011 Mid Year Estimates, Office for National Statistics (ONS), © Crown copyright
2012.

These figures were taken from the 2011 Census .

This table tells us how many people lived in Swansea at that time, but it
doesndot t adolt them. Fanthat \we need to look at the Census
itself.



. Me d wy rGoggle Facts

T Acensus i s a O6count @& oihtheaUnited Kingdem takero p |
on one particular day. This process is repeated every ten years.

9 The first government census in Britain was taken in 1801 because
the population was growing so quickly that the government needed
to find out how many people it would have to feed.

1 Between 1801 and 1831 the census contained only general
information about numbers of people.

1 The 1841 census was the first to list the names of every individual
in a household.

1 After 1851 it recorded the age of each person, their relationship
within the family (such as wife, son or daughter) occupation (job)
and where they were born.

1 There has been a census every ten years since 1801, apart from 1941
because of the Second World War.

df you want to know more about the census in the United Kingdom,

there are some very good Teacher sd Re

www.censusatschool.org.uk 6

e

Medwyn has included 3 examples of a Swansea census taken in 1841, 1881
and 1911 in the Resources section of this booklet. These were taken in the
same area of Swansea so you can see how people moved about, not only
within Britain but also from abroad.

Medwyn would like to thank West Glamorgan Archive Service in Swansea
for allowing us to use this information. If you want to see more or do more
research, log on to: www.swansea.gov.uk/archiveseducation

If, when you are reading the pages from a censusthem
and the writing is too small, why not use a magnifying glass
to help?

ou


http://www.censusatschool.org.uk/
http://www.swansea.gov.uk/archiveseducation

Dig Deeper

J

Invite the children to each bring in a few items or objects from home that
means something to them or their families. It could be anything from an old
magazine to a broken toy.

Using the worksheet as a guide (see Resources ), ask the children to write
an account of how the object came to be owned by the family member.
Encourage the children to do any additional research, as necessary, on their
objects. For example, if the object a child brings in is a shawl that belongs to
a grandparent, perhaps the child could interview the grandparent to find ou t
more about that shawl.

I f there are chil dr en objécinthensuggest al | o we
Omaking artefactsodé in the classroom e.
collection of food wrappers / newspaper articles / print -outs from the web or

even a shoe box diorama.

Here is an example of the type of diorama you could create.

Outcome
This is an opportunity for the children to learn that the amount an object
costs i1isnb6t the only gaugssibleadputiaprice | mpor

on emotional, historical or scientific value.




I\/Iedwyn()s Goggle Fact for Teache

dt is important to stress that if the children are bringing objects from

home, it is imperative that a note explaining the project to parents is
carefully written as it will also be important to establish whether the
object s are given or lent and for how long. A simple signed Parental

permission form is always advisable. A look at the school ds i ns5p

policy is also highly recommen ded as, realistically, you can't guarantee
the objects’ safety. 0

Question

r

What should we do with everything weovVe

/@/\L\:&. Sneaky Activity for Teachers \

In order to introduce the idea and purpose of museums, encourage the
children to pack away and store these objects in boxes so that no-one can
see or immediately find a particular object.

After doing this, you can ask the children why packing objects away and
without a reference catalogue is not a good idea.
1 no-oneisabletosee what theydve coll ect eq
researched.
1 no-one knows where anything is without unpacking everything - so
they need to be labelled and catalogued.

By this simple ruse, the children now understand exactly why artefacts are
displayed and catalogued.




Why not <create your owr
However, before we can do that we need to
know exactly whata museum is.

Suggested answers

)l
)l

A museum is a place where people work to look after lots of old things
that have been collected by many people over a long period of time.
By looking after and studying these things it helps us to under stand and
learn how people used to live many years ago and makes us compare
how we live today with how people used to live.

They explain what the things are and help us understand what they
were used for.

Museums also make sure that we never forget the people who came
before us, like our grandparents and their grandparents and their
grandparents before them.

Museums are there so that we can enjoy ourselves looking at and
studying whatos on displ ay.

Question

Where do museums get their artefacts (#hings made by man e.g. pottery,
clothes and coins) and objects to display?

Answers

T

Sometimes peoplegive their collection of objects to museums where
they are professionally cared for and made accessible to everyone.

Some museumspuy things at auctions, antique shops, junk shops or
even car boot sales.

1 Archaeologistsdig things up and some of them are displayed in

museums.

Sometimes museums usefilm and sound  recordings to display
memories, stories or accents of people remembering events in the past
and a way of life. These are called Oral Histories.




10

9 Not everything that you see displayed in a museum is the real thing.
Sometimes they are very good replicas . The reason for this could be
that the original is too delicate or valuable to show. There are replicas
(copies) of objects in Swansea Museum such as the clothes of the Celtic
Warrior and skeletal bones of the OL

1 Some museums are not even buildings but websites .
The Peofde's Collectioni s an exampl e of an onl i ne
a website for the museums in Wales to show what they have but it is
also there for ordinary people like you and me to upload personal
stories, photographs and pictures for the whole world to share.

Question

Museums have hundreds if not thousands of objects stored safely away for
people to study. How do they find them?

Answer

A museum used to store information on record cards however most now

have a database on a computer which allows the museums to keep a lot of

information. The type of information can b e:-
1 areference number

the story of the object

when and how it arrived at the museum

a digital photograph

)l
)l
1
1 types of objects that can be grouped together
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Every museum object is given its own number,
known as an object number. The people who
work in the museum call this an

accession number .

__~

These object numbers have four parts :

1.

The code
Every museum uses the same coding system. You can base your code

on the school or class name e.g. the code for Swansea Museum School
would be SMS.

The year
Next we would record the year the object arrived inthe museum
e.g. If the object was given in 2012 , the code would be SMS:2012

The running number

Each child in the class can have their own number, so if Osian was
number 6 and he brought in a hat, then this object would be labeled
SMS: 2012 .6

The group number

Each object has an individual group number. So if Osian brought in two
objects, a hat and a jug for the class museum and his running number
is6, t he object n banaldbefSh$:.200¥sd.laand s
the number for his jug would be SMS:2012 .6.2

Once an object has been given an
object number it needs to be
labelled with that number. If you
look in the Resource s section,
you will find some labels/tags that
you can use in the classroom to
tie on to each object.
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Object registers

All the object numbers are recorded in an object register and database.
These registers are extremely important because they contain details of every
single object in the museum.

Object files

Object files contain more details about the objects and each object file is
labelled with the same number as the object. These files contain all of the
research done on the object. This can include information from the person
who has lent or donated it as well as pictures, photographs or newspaper
articles to do with the object. These files are very helpful and can be used by
museum staff to help them write the exhibition material and help peo ple in
their own research or fact finding.

hilimartininte
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Thereds | ots to do in
some of the people who work there.

Curator

This person is responsible for the care,
labelling and recording objects on a
database as well as researching the
museum's collections. This is so that he
or she can then share information about
the objects with visitors through exhibitions, putting objects on the internet,
or talks.

Education Officer

This person gives talks to visitors and school groups and
arranges for visitors and school groups to come to the
museum.

Exhibition Officer

This person designs and puts up exhibitions
and displays in the museum. He or she also
helps to decide what and how to exhibit the
objects.

Museum Administrator

This person carries out the office duties such as
making appointments, answering the telephone,
ordering stationery, and opening the post.
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Collections Care Officer

This person photographs and looks after the
objects in the museum. He or she also keeps them
clean and sometimes repairs any objects that are
damaged.

Museum Assistants
There are many duties carried out by museum assistants.

They can:-
1 Welcome visitors and issue tickets.
1 Work in the museum shop.
1 Walk around the museum when it is open to

visitors, making sure tha
or stolen.

1 Point out where things are in museum .

9 Give information about the objects to
visitors and answer any questions.

T Check that tdolmanye ar e
people in the museum all at the
same time.

1 Help everyone have such a good
visit that theyoll w
again.



